ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 
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The invention is directed to a new method of isolating and purifying a large 
quantity of neuropeptide containing secretory vesicles (dense core vesicles) from a specific brain 
region and subsequently isolating and identifying novel neuropeptides contained therein. The 
method of the invention has significant practical value. The availability of large quantities of 
such vesicles will enable the identification of novel peptides using highly sensitive techniques, 
e.g., mass spectroscopy. Such neuropeptides are highly likely to have novel biological effects. 
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